Does medical training affect personality?
We have compared results obtained for psychometric tests (Cattell's 16 PF and Eysenck's personality inventory) on a cohort of medical students who sat the tests in their second medical school year and repeated them in their sixth and final year. Most of the changes were in the direction expected of students maturing through the 19-24 year age period, but there were some significant differences from those obtained by other workers using the same tests on general student populations. Thus, in our study male students became 'brighter', more 'emotionally stable', less 'timid', more 'tough-minded', and more 'self-controlled', all of these to a significantly greater extent than expected with the general student population. Similar changes were observed from females, although except for an increase in emotional stability, these were not significantly different from the values expected in the general population.